
May 2021 
 
Dear Parents or Guardians:  
 
In Katy ISD, all students are encouraged to read for pleasure over the summer. Summer reading provides many 
advantages for students, including maintaining skills, fostering independent learning, increasing vocabulary, and 
promoting a lifelong love of reading. Additionally, students who enroll in KAP, KAP/GT, or AP English courses in 
grades 6-12 are expected to read an appropriately challenging work of literary merit over the summer to create an 
initial common framework for course discussion and study. 
 
KAP and AP English courses offered in grades 6-12 are designed to develop reading, writing, and thinking skills 
necessary for success in these courses and the Advanced Placement examinations available upon completion of 
AP English courses. Students who are successful on Advanced Placement exams may be awarded credit for 
college English courses at most colleges and universities. 

For the summer of 2021, students should carefully read one novel that addresses the theme and essential 
questions of the first unit of study. Students may select a text from the list on the following page or choose their own 
novel that meets the specified criteria. Text selections on the following page meet the specified criteria. 

 
The theme and essential questions above provide students with a focus for their reading. After classroom 
instruction, these guiding questions and the summer reading text will provide the basis for discussion and/or writing 
in the fall semester. 
 
Encourage your child to complete this reading by the start of school in August. All students must complete the 
reading no later than Monday, August 23, 2021. 
 
A copy of this letter can be found online at katyisd.org under Parent Resources/Summer Reading. A parent who 
has a concern with the text options may contact Amanda Palmer at amandakpalmer@katyisd.org or 281.237.7059 
or Nina Anderson at carolineeanderson@katyisd.org or 281.396.2121. 

Thank you in advance for your support.
 
Sincerely, 
 
     

 
        
                          
 

 

 
  

Essential Questions 
 How do new beginnings provide new opportunities? 
 How does our point of view influence the choices we make?  
 How do our personal experiences shape our views of others? 

Nina Anderson
Secondary ELA Curriculum Coordinator 
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